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WIMBORNE  AND  CRANBORNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer’ s  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  again  requested  that  this  shall  again 

be  an  abbreviated  report,  as  free  as  possible  from  statistical  details. 

He  particularly  asks  for  information  on  the  following  subjects:- 

»  ' 

Action  taken  by  the  Council  under  Section  47  of  the  national 
Assistance  Act  to  deal  with  -aged  or  infirm  people  living  under 
insanitary  conditions, 

Water  Supplies, 

Sewer  aye:. 

Control  of  meat  and  foods. 

Outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

-r 

General  Health  Statistics 

These  indicate  that  the  health  of  the  population  remained  good. 

There  was  no  unusual  prevalence  of  any  epidemic  disease  during  the  year. 

The  Birth  rate  was  17*1  per  thousand  of  population,  compared  with 
18,7  in  1947  and  19*5  in  1946.  The  National  birth  rate  fell  from  20,5 
in -1947  to  17.9  in  1948. 

The  Death  rate  was  12,2  compared  with  12,9  in  1947.  The  National 
rate  for  1948  was  10,8, 

Diphtheria 

Notifications  during  1948  were  nil, 

it  has  been  my  custom  in  these  annual  reports  to  give  figures 
showing  the  progress  of  immunisation  and  the  'percentage  of  the  child 
population,  over  and  under  the  age  of  five,  protected  thereby,  The 
collection  of  these  details  and  the  preparation  of  statistics  has  since 
July  5th  1948  become  the  duty  o'f  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  The  figures  for  1948 
are  not  yet  available. 

Aged  or  infirm  persons 

This  Council  has  so  far  not  had  to  use  its  compulsory  powers  under 
Section  47  of  the  new  Public  Assistance  Act  to  get  an  aged  or  infirm 
person,  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  removed  to  an  institution. 
Requests  for  this  to  be  done  have  been  received,  but  the  Council  has 
managed  by  one  means  or  another  to  ^ avoid  compulsion. 

The  process  of  bringing  this  compulsion  to  bear  is  cumbrous  and 
slow.  Moreover',  it  is  plainly  not  intended  to  be  used  if  the  person 
concerned  can  be  persuaded  to  move  of  his  own  free  will.  This  is  by  no 
means  always  the  case,  but  his  consent  can  often  be  gained  by  tactful 
persuasion.  Formerly  such  persuasion  was  usually  effected  by  the 
Relieving  Officer,  but  the  new  Act  has  abolished  this  Officer  and 
appointed  no  one  with  local  contacts  or  knowledge  to  fill  his  place. 

As  a  result,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Act  or  not,  this 
function  of  the  Relieving  Officer  has  now  devolved  upon  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  latter  is  brought  into  the  picture  by  sub-section 
(2)  of  Section  47;  which  requires' that  the  Local  Authority  must  base 
its  procedure  upon  a  certificate  from  thfc  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  He 
in  _ act  becomes  the  pivotal  person  on -whom  all  action  depends,  and  it 
is  to  him  that  application  is  no w  commonly  made  when  the  friends, 
relations  or  medical  attendant  of  an  infirm  person  think  that  removal 
to  an  institution  is  necessary. 

The  Medical  Officer’s  certificate  must,  in  the  words  of  the  Act, 
be  given  only  after  "thorough  enquiry  and  consideration".  It  is  not 
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required  if  the  infirn  person  consents  to  renovel,  but  such  consent 
is  net  easy  t'o  obtain  and  often  requires  a  rood  deal  of  persuasion. 

The  I.Icdical  Officer  naturally  wishes  to  avoid  conpulsion  and  mist  try 
every  possible  ncans  of  inducing  the  person  to  go  voluntarily.  These 
efforts  and  the  thorough  enquiry  enjoined  b y  the  Act  nay  take  nuch 
tine  and  often  entail  nany  visits  and  interviews  or  correspondence 
with  relatives  and  neighbours.  These  cases  are  becoming  frequent  and 
the  duty,  of  dealing  with  then  is  no  light  task.  A  nodical  nan  or 
woman  is  perhaps  a  very  suitable  person  to  perform  it,  but  the  Act  does 
net  appear  to  have  intended  that  the  mantle  of  the  defunct  Relieving 
Officer  should  descend  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A  special  difficulty  in  dealing  with  such  ca*ses  is  the  shortage 
of  institutional  beds.  The  delay  in  getting  accommodation  for  these 
old  and  infirn  people  has  become  nuch  worse  since  the  Act  cane  into 
force.  It  is  sometimes  a  natter  of  months  before  admission  can  be 
arranged, 

Water  Gun plies 

•  Nine  Parishes  are  provided,  some  only  partly,  with  piped  supplies. 

'  The  remaining  sixteen  are  dependent  on  wells,  or  in  a  few  cases  on 
stored  rain  water.  In  some  parts  of  the  District  the  wells  yield  a 
water  of  very  inferior  quality.  In  other  parts  they  run  dry  and  water 
has  to  be  carted. 

It  nay  be  said  in  general  that  the  water  supply  of  those  parts 
of  the  District  without  piped  water  is  bad.  4  The  Council  has  a 
comprehensive  scheme  to  remedy  this  which  has  now  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  after  a  xoublic  enquiry. 

The  population  with  piped  water  available  is  about  13>250  and 
those  dependent  on  wells  or  rain  water  about  7,170.  Of  the  houses 
with  piped  supplies  practically  all  have  water  laid  on  internally.  It 
is  estimated  that  only  some  30  people  have  to  draw  from  standpipes. 

Samples  140  bacteriological  analyses  of  drinking  water  were  made, 

63  from  piped  supplies  and  77  from  wells.  Of  the  piped  specimens  8 
gave  bad  results*  Three  supplies  were  concerned.  In  two  of  them  the 
lapse  in  quality  was  temporary  and  of  short  duration.  In  the  third  it 
was  mere  obstinate. 

Prom  the  wells  47  out  of  77  specimens  gave  bad  results. 

12  chemical  analyses  we re  also  made. 

Seva  rape 

Main  drainage,  is  at  x^resent  non-existent  and,  as  I  have  stressed 
before,  the  process  of  laying  water  on  to  the  inside  of  houses  without 
proper  sewerage  has  already  gone  much  too  far.  The  result  is  a 
multiplicity  of  ccssxdooIs,  sciatic  tanks  and  soakaways  which  are  a 
continual  source  of  nuisance  and  insanitary  conditions. 

This  question  becomes  more  and  more  urgent  as  the  Gouncil  develops 
its  new  housing  estates,  all  of  them  eouix)ped  with  piped  water,  baths 
and  water  closets* 

At  xorcscnt  each  of  these  estates  has  to  have  its  own  small 
temporary  sewage  disposal  plant.  Two  new  ones  were  brought  into  use 
during  1948,  making  four  now  operating.  These  are  sure  to  give  trouble 
and  have  begun  to  do  so  already.  The  Council  at  thd  iDresent  moment  is 
under  threat  of  ]ngal  proceedings  in  connection  with  two  of  them,  by 
reason  of  alleged  nuisance  or  damage  from  the  effluents. 

It  seems  very  doubtful  whether  it  will  ever  be  an  economic 
possibility  to  put  main  sewerage  into  the  small  scattered  villages  of 
a  rural  area  like  this,  and  if  not  it  would  have  been  better  to  stick 
to  t  dry  conservancy  system  with^cr.rth  closets. 
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In  one  part  of  the  District  however,  main 
possibility,  and  indeed  an  urgent  requirement.  This  is  the  semi-urban 
residential  area  in  the  south  east  corner  of  the  district,  where  there 
has  been  a  piped  water  supply  for  many  years  and  the  soil  formation  is 
particularly  unsuitable  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  by  cesspools  and 
soakaways.  The  Council  '  s.  plans  for  main  sewerage  in"  this  area  were 
drawn  up  more  than  twelve  years  ago,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible 
to  make  a  start  on  the  work  though  some  progress  towards  a  start  has 
been  made  lately. 


The  village  of  Cranborne  too,  where  the  river  Crane  is  becoming 
a  sewer,  is  in  urgent  need  of  main  drainage.  The  Council's  scheme  for 
this  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  work  is  likely 
to  start  on  it  before  long. 

Meat  and  other  foods 


There  is  now  no  slaughterhouse  within  the  District.  A  good  many 
pigs  are  killed  for  home  consumption  and  efforts  are  made  to  see  that 
they  are  inspected  before  being  eaten. 

Routine  inspection  of  food  shops  and  cafes  is  carried  out. 

As  regards  milk  supplies,  this  Council  is  concerned  with  retailers 
rather  than  with  producers.  Samples  are  taken  for  purity  tests  about 
every  three  months  from  all  registered  milk  sellers. 

Ice  cream  is  not  manufactured  in  the  District,  but  there  are 
14  licensed  retailers  who  sell  prepacked  products.  They  receive  very 
limited  quantities  from  the  wholesalers  which  are  almost  immediately 
sold  out  to  the  public.  Consequently  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
samples  for  analysis. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  outbreaks  were  reported  and  only  a  single  case  was  notified, 
the  cause  of  which  was  quite  unusual. 

A  man  bought  three  Jaffa  oranges,  ate  one,  gave  one  away  and 
kept  the  third.  His  orange  had  a  peculiar  taste  and  within  20  minutes 
of  eating  it  he  was  seized  with  violent  vomiting,  was  ill  for  two  or 
three  days,  but  did  not  consult  a  doctor.  A  few  days  later  he  saw  a 
report  in  the  Press  about  food  poisoning  and  the  importance  of  medical 
enquiry  into  all  such  cases.  He  therefore  telephoned  to  me  an  account 
of  his  illness.  I  was  able  to  get  from  him  the  third  orange,  which  he 
still  had,  and  to  send  it  for  analysis.  The  Analyst  found  two 
punctures  in  the  skin  of  the  orange  such  as  might  have  been  made  by  the 
needle  of  a  hypodermic  syringe,  and  antimony  in  the  pulp  of  the  fruit 
equivalent  in  amount  to  a  stiff  emetic  dose  of  tartar  emetic  (xootassiuis 
antimony  tartrate)  •  Antimony  is  a  poison  which  produces  symptoms 
similar  to  those  of  arsenic.  The  'person  who  tampered  with  the  oranges 
apparently  had  sufficient  knowledge  not  to  inject  more  than  an  adult 
emetic  dose,  but  if  a  child  had  eaten  one  of  them,  the  dose  v/ould  have 
caused  severe  symptoms  and  possibly  death. 

The  incident  was  at  once  reported  to  the  Police  and  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  So  far  as  I  know  the  Police  enquiry  led  to  no  definite 
conclusion  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  had  heard  of  no  similar  cases 
elsewhere.. 

Though  this  v/as  the  only  case  of  food  poisoning  notified,  there 
was  a  general  impression  that  stomach  and  bowel  disorders,  causing 
short  but  inconvenient  illnesses,  were  unduly  prevalent.  No  evidence 
of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  figures  of  notified  disease.  There  was 
no  case  of  infantile  diarrhoea,  only  one  of  dysentery  and  one  of 
enteric  fever,  the  last  almost  certainly  due  to  eating  uncooked  cockles. 
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L.B.  Scott 

M.D.  ,  D.P.H. 
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